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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
Syllabus

ASSOCIATICN FOR MOLECULAR PATHOLOGY ET AL.
v. MYRIAD GENETICS, INC., ET AL.

CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
THE FEDERAL CIRCUIT

No. 12=398. Argued April 15, 2013—Decided June 13, 2013

Each human gene is encoded as decxyribonueleic acid (DNA), which
takes the shape of a “double helix” Each “cross-bar™ in that helix
consists of two chameeally joined nuelectides. Sequences of DNA nu-
cleotides eontain the infarmation necessary to ereate strings of amine
acids used to build proteins in the body. The nucleotides that code
for amine acids are “exans” and those thet co rot are “introns” Sci-
entists can exiract DNA from cells to isolate specific segments for
study. They can also synthetically create exors-only strands of nu-
cleotides known as composite DNA (cDNA). eDNA contains only the
exens that eceur in DNA, omitting the intervaning introns.

Respondent Myriad Genetics, Inc. (Myriad), obtaired several pa.
tents after discovering the preeise bcahm and sequence of the
i %

turn, enabled it to develop medical tests useful for detur.'t gmula
tions in these genes in a particular patient to assess the patient’s
carcer risk. If valid, Myriad's patenis would give it the exclusive
rigat to isolate an individual's BRCA1 and BRCAZ genes, and would
give Myriad the exclusive right to synthetically create BRCA cDNA
Petitioners filed suit, seeking a declaration that Myriad's patents are
invalid under 35 U 8.C. 8101, As mlewmt here, the District Court
granted summary jud, to petition luding that Myriad's

claims were invalid because they ctwared pmducts of nature. The

Federal Circuit initially reversed, but on remand in light of Mayes
Collaborative Services v. Prometheus Lubaratories, Ine., 566 U. 8. __,
the Circuit found both isoleted DNA and eDNA patent eligihle,
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What is claimed is:

1. An isolated DNA coding for a BRCAI1 polypeptide,
said polypeptide having the amino acid sequence set forth in
SEQ ID NO:2.
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